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DEFENDING CHILD  MARRIAGE
* A Reader of Young India' writes :
*' I am very much pained to read the following sentence in
your article on 'Curse of Child Marriage' published in Young-
India of the 26th August 1926: 'Only a man innocent of self-
restraint and steeped in vice could call it a sin not to marry a girl
before she reached the age of monthly periods.'
" I fail to understand why you could not take a charitable view
of those whose opinion differs from you. One can certainly say that
the Hindu law-giver was entirely wrong in prescribing child
marriage. But I think it improper to say that those who insist on
child marriage are ' steeped in vice'. It seems to go beyond the-
limits of politeness in controversy. In fact this is the first time that
I heard such an argument against child marriage. Neither the
Hindu social reformers nor the Christian missionaries ever said
so, so far as I am aware. Imagine, therefore, the shock which I
received when I found this argument in a writing of Mahatma.
Gandhi whom I believed to be perfection itself, so far at least as.
charity towards opponents was concerned.
" You have condemned not one or two but probably every one-
of the Hindu law-givers. For, so far as I know, every Smritikar*
enjoins early marriage of girls. It is impossible to hold, as you have-
suggested, that passages enjoining early marriage are interpola-
tions. The practice of early marriage is not confined to any
province or class of society, but is practically a universal custom
in India. It is also a very old practice dating from the time of the-
Ramayana.
u I shall try to give briefly what I consider might have been
the reasons why the Hindu law-givers insisted upon early marriage-
of girls. They considered it very desirable that every girl should
have a husband as a rule. This is necessary no less for the peace*
of mind and happiness of the girls themselves than for the welfare*
of the society in general If every girl has to be provided with a
husband, the choice of husband should be made by the parents of
the girl and not by the girls themselves. If the choice is left to the
girls themselves, it will result in many girls not being married at,
all, not because they do not like marriage, but because it is very
difficult for all girls to find out suitable husbands. It is also-
dangerous, for it might lead to flirtation and might cause looseness,
of morals. Youths who appear to be good might ruin the virtue of
simple girls. Again, if the choice is to be made by the parents, the?
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